CHARLOTTE WHITFIELD 1789-1875:
A PROFILE
Charlotte Whitfield has a huge mythical presence for her descendants. No photograph
has been located, but a description of her by a daughter-in-law states she was “tiny in
stature, calm, autocratic, cultured and from a wealthy, aristocratic family with whom
she quarreled.” My mother’s siblings referred to her as “Lady Whitfield”. Although oral
traditions usually carry a seed of truth, the truth can be different. Charlotte Whitfield
was from a theatrical family in London, England that was known for playing aristocratic
roles. She choose to immigrate to South Africa in 1820.
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Leo Africanus Whitfield II

NOTES FROM THE AUTHOR:
I was born in South Africa to a mother who was fourth generation British South African and an American father who was
working in South Africa with an American company, International Harvester. I left South Africa in 1946 when I was one year
old with my parents who were returning to America to settle the estate of my father’s parents, Walter and Lillian Massey
Dunlap in Rock Hill, SC. My mother told me in later years that after visiting the states for several months, my father decided
to change his employment status and remain in the USA. As soon as my brother and I entered school, my mother went to
work and saved much of her salaries to fund trips back to South Africa to visit her large family. Since my father could not be
away from his employment for large periods of time, I was often the traveling companion for my mother and extended time
to visit with her ten siblings and their families.
I loved hearing the family stories about the Whitfield family. My mother was raised on a farm called Green River which was
located near Grahamstown on the eastern coast of South Africa. I remember visiting the nearby trading store called Debe
Nek and taking the picture that is included in the profile. There were many references to Charlotte Whitfield, one of the
original 1820 settlers to this area. I wish that I had listened better and asked more questions. Thankfully the Internet is
teeming with information (and misinformation) that has fleshed out the stories. As I organized the events of her life, I began
to develop a true appreciation of the decisions and challenges that she faced.
This profile is not meant to be a history of South Africa, but in telling Charlotte’s story, I must include some historical
circumstances and situations. I have simplified the handling of the black tribes, choosing to lump them all together as
“natives’ and not delineated each tribe and its etymology. If the reader wishes more background information, there are
plenty of relevant history books in the libraries and on the Internet.
I am so grateful to all the people who have posted information on the Internet or who wrote journals or books. I was
surprised at the numerous references in numerous sources to Charlotte Whitfield and John Brown. That, in itself, speaks
volumes, because so often when researching an individual, one only finds a birth and death date.
My purpose for this profile was simply informational. I hope it will start a dialogue. I welcome corrections, additions,
comments.
November 30, 2016

*****************************************************************************************************
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CHARLOTTE WHITFIELD 1789-1875: A PROFILE
PARENTS AND FAMILY
Charlotte Whitfield was the eighth child of John Whitfield 1752-1814 and Mary Lane Whitfield 1753-1795. She was born in
London, England and christened at St. Paul’s Church Covent Gardens on March 17, 1789.

Portrait: John Whitfield, father of Charlotte Whitfield

John Whitfield, was a notable actor in the Theatre Royal on Drury Lane and Covent Gardens. Much of what we know about
him comes from the comprehensive Biographical Dictionary of Actors, Actresses, Musicians, Dancers, Managers, and other
Stage Personnel in London 1660-1800 (Source 5) which details his roles, often comedic, but some Shakespearean. His profile
describes him as an “useful and mature actor”. John made his acting debut around age 16 and eventually mastered over
200 roles. The resource states that he was capable of remarkable enthusiasm in his roles and one time as he was speaking a
prologue to Tamerlane “he waived his hat so vigorously that he dislocated a bone in his arm”. He then went to the side of
the stage and one of the scene-men took him by the wrist and gave him a four or five good jerks to put the bone back in
place. John Whitfield continued with the play.
The father of John Whitfield was most probably Robert Whitfield, born circa 1726, and still working in 1801. He is also listed
in the Dictionary and was also involved in the theater world at least for some part of his life as a tailor and wardrobe keeper
at Covent Gardens. This source states that his wife was a daughter of “Nurse Carter” and she was a “dresser” at Covent
Gardens. Marriage records on the Internet record a marriage of a Robert Whitfield and Sarah Cunnings on 7/19/1746 at St
Catherine’s Tower in London. There is also a record of a marriage of a Robert Whitfield and Catherine Carter on 9/18/1760
at St Martin in the Fields. Since John Whitfield was born in 1752, it is possible that his mother was Sarah and his father
married a second time to Catherine Carter.
One of the family stories stated a connection with this Whitfield family to the famous Methodist minister, George
Whitfield/Whitefield who preached in England. He also had the opportunity to visit and preach in America where he met
and became friends with none other than Benjamin Franklin. George Whitfield/Whitefield, 1714-1770, was described as a
squint-eyed evangelist who was one of the founders of Methodist Movement. The family of George Whitfield is well
documented. He was the son of Thomas Whitfield 1681-1716 of Gloucester, England and the grandson of Andrew Whitfield
b. 1703 who had fourteen children. If John Whitfield was a genuine “first cousin” to George, then his father Robert would
also be a son of Andrew Whitfield. It is of interest that a biography of George Whitfield states that initially he wanted to be
an actor, but turned to the ministry after meeting John Wesley, the famed Methodist. It also described the preaching of
George Whitfield/Whitefield as “theatrical”.
The wife of John Whitfield and the mother of Charlotte Whitfield was Mary Lane. She was born in 1753 to the family of
William Lane in Canterbury, England. John met her while performing a theatrical event in Canterbury. John Whitfield fell in
love with a young lady who had “cerulean” eyes and in 1771, they eloped to “French Flanders” and were married. (Source
5) John would have been 19 years old and Mary would have been 18. The newly married couple had to borrow money for
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the return trip to London. There was reference to an early pregnancy although the first child for whom there are
documents was born in 1775.
Mary made her debut at the Theatre Royal at Covent Gardens on September 30, 1774. She was described as “small,
genteel, having a little figure, and a face with a pleasing, expressive countenance” and was noted for playing “haughty”
types in comedy. (Source 5)
Mary Lane Whitfield had a great friendship with Elizabeth Simpson Inchbold, a noted playwright. Between 1784 and 1804,
Mrs. Inchbold had nineteen of her comedies, sentimental dramas, and faces (many of which were translations from French)
performed at the London theatres. Mrs. Inchbold also left many journals that make references to Mary. In one of these,
there is a reference to a Bob Whitfield who was running the Staple Inn Coffee House in 1794 who was the son of John and
Mary Whitfield. Could this have been the earlier pregnancy, perhaps born outside of London and named for his grandfather
Robert Whitfield?
The children of John and Mary Whitfield which are documented from christening records were:
John Humphrey who was christened 7/18/1775,
John Thomas who was christened 2/15/1778,
Anna Maria Emilia who was christened 3/21/1779,
William Lancaster who was christened 1/21/1781,
Belinda who was christened 2/24/1782,
son who was born about 1784 and apparently died young,
Caroline who was christened 3/10/1787,
Charlotte who was christened 3/17/1789, and
Warren Charles who was christened 3/17/1790.
The first five children were christened at St. Martin in the Fields and other four were christened at St. Paul in Covent
Gardens. St. Martin in the Fields has a very long history, dating back to 1222. This church was remodeled by Henry VIII. This
church is closely associated with the Royal Family. It burned in 1795 and was rebuilt again in 1798. St. Paul’s was built in
1631 and was closely associated with the Theatre Royal, both Drury Theater and Covent Gardens.
There could also be another daughter, Harriot Whitfield, christened 7/11/1776 at St. Paul’s who died 10/17/1828.
Mary Lane Whitfield died after a “lingering illness” on December 19, 1795 and was buried in St. Paul’s Churchyard in
London. Mrs. Inchbold recalled that she visited Mary Whitfield every day during the illness that began in August 1795. She
had planned to attend the funeral on Christmas Eve, but did not after being so grief-stricken when Mary’s maidservant also
died on the day of the funeral.
So at the death of his wife, Mary, John Whitfield was left a widower with children ranging in ages from 20 to 5. Charlotte
Whitfield would have been about age 6.
Mrs. Inchbold also stated in her journals that the eldest daughter (possibly Anna Maria Emilia) ran off with Captain Dalton
but was returned to the family. She later accepted a theatrical engagement with Mr. Powell and went to America. (Source
5)
A SECOND MARRIAGE FOR JOHN WHITFIELD, FATHER OF CHARLOTTE
In 1798, three years after the death of his wife Mary, John Whitfield married Maria Ann Healy, a wealthy women from an
aristocratic family who was possibly also involved in the acting world. John and his second wife had two children:
Thomas Chapman Healy Whitfield was born in 1799 and
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John Frederick Whitfield was born in 1800.
This marriage was not a happy one and after a divorce, the ex-wife, Maria, moved to Bath, England with her two sons
where she lived until her death in 1847/8.
PATRONAGE OF THE PRINCE REGENT
From a document written by a Brian Whitfield that is posted on the Internet, dated 8/1/2008, there is a story about the
close tie between John Whitfield, the father of Charlotte Whitfield, and royal House of Windsor. One of John’s sons from
his second marriage, Thomas Chapman Healy Whitfield, was taken by his father to meet the Prince Regent. Thomas was
at this time living with his mother, Maria Healy Whitfield, who was divorced from John Whitfield.
In the year 1813, when Thomas was about 14 years old, he went to London to visit his father. His father received him very
kindly. One morning, he took him over to Windsor Castle to present him to the Prince Regent. They were received in the
private reception room of the prince. When the Prince came in, he wore a long dressing gown indicating that he had just
come from his sleeping room. He placed his hand on the head of the boy and speaking to the father said "Whitfield, is this
the boy that you were speaking to me of?" The father replied in the affirmative, and there followed a long conversation in
which the father was urging the Prince to do something for his son. Just what it was the boy did not understand, but he
understood that finally the Prince agreed to do it and the father in high spirits took the son and bade the Prince good-bye
and went away greatly elated.
On their return home, the father showed the son all over his house, calling his attention continually to the various things the
house contained. Among other things, he showed him a cash-box full of gold coins. After he showed him everything, he said
"Now my boy come and live with me and I will make a gentleman out of you." To which, Thomas replied, "my mother will
take care of me, Sir!".
This so angered the father that he turned away from the boy, and had nothing more to say to him, and soon after the boy went back
to his mother and never saw his father again.

The two sons of John Whitfield immigrated to Canada in April of 1819, surviving a voyage of nearly thirteen weeks. Thomas
Healy Whitfield and Frederick John Whitfield eventually settled in New Brunswick, where they both married and had large
families. We do not know how much contact Charlotte Whitfield had with these stepbrothers, but it is interesting that in
1819, she also was making plans to immigrate.
EMPLOYMENT FOR CHARLOTTE WHITFIELD
On a London newspaper, the Morning Chronicle, dated May 21, 1806, Charlotte Whitfield had an advertisement for a
clothing store. She would have been about seventeen years old. (Issue 11547)
“Miss Whitfield’s Rooms on 151 New Bond Street. The numerous favours that Miss Whitfield has experienced from the Nobility
and Gentry inducing her to solicit their future patronage and to offer for their inspection the TURKISH ROBE AND HAT, which in
elegance, she flatters herself will surpass every wished for idea, including a variety of new millinery.” Also included was a notice to
hire an apprentice and person of improvement. (Source 4).

This is an interesting tidbit. One can speculate that she was living with some of her family in London and had decided that
acting was not for her.
DEATH OF JOHN WHITFIELD
John Whitfield died in 1804 at the age of sixty-two while living at Clifford’s Inn, an inn of chancery in London. The Internet
states that this was primarily occupied by solicitors. John was buried in St. Paul’s Church beside his first wife. Charlotte
Whitfield would have been about twenty-five years old and by all accounts, not married.

5

John Brown, the father of Charlotte Whitfield’s
children

JOHN BROWN
John Brown was born in July 2, 1791 in London on Great Portland Street to a father of the same name who was a London
tea dealer. (Source 14) His mother was named Elizabeth with a possible surname of Swainston. A notice in a London
newspaper in 1808 documented the death of his father because his partnerships with Richard Young of Great Portland
Street and with John Pain were dissolved. (Source 4). John would have been seventeen years old at the time of his father’s
death.
On 10/26/1812, John Brown married Ann Cane. He would have been twenty years old and Ann, having been born on
5/16/1792 in London, was nineteen. John and Ann Brown had two children, a daughter Elizabeth, born on 4/3/1815 and
Anne, born on 9/17/ 1817. On his application for immigration, John listed his age as 28 and his occupation as fisherman and
trader. He was “well education and had considerable influence”. (Source 15). Thomas Stubbs in his book asserted that John
Brown secured the backing of William Holmes, Member of Parliament (MP) for the borough of Totnes. William Holmes,
1779-1852, was a Tory politician and a MP for 28 years, serving as party manager and chief whip in the House of Commons
from 1802-1832. He was also treasurer of the Board of Ordnance from 1818-1831. The primary responsibilities for the
board was to act as custodian of the lands, depots and forts required for the defense of the realm and its overseas
possessions and as the supplier of munitions and equipment to both the Army and Navy.
IMMIGRATION TO SOUTH AFRICA
In the early 1800s, Immigration to other British colonies was attractive to all levels of society. There were many reasons.
Primogeniture, the system of inheritance by the firstborn son, resulted in other siblings seeking military or religious options
or more frequently immigration. In the late 1700s, the Dutch had founded a station for replenishment of ships on voyages
to the Far East. The British officially founded a colony at Cape Town in 1815. Some of the early Dutch settlers, later called
Boers, choose to move inland and farm. Conflicts between the Boers and the British are a matter of history that later
resulted in a Boer War and British victory. Not much later, the British government recognized the need to create a
settlement in the Eastern Cape, to buffer the native tribes that were moving southward from central Africa. (Source 1: p.
60-61)
One typical advertisement for applications to immigrate to South Africa was dated in 1819 in a London newspaper. (Source
4) Requirements were for a group of at least ten able-bodied men either with or without families who were able to pay 10
pounds each for free food and transportation to South Africa. A grant of land of 100 hundred acres was made to every such
person with a waiver of quitrent for the first three years on the property. (Source 2, location 1013) If a person could not pay
his way, he became indentured to the head of the party who assumed the financial obligation and the assigned acreage
would be forfeit to the head of the party. The indentured person would also be required to work for the head of the party
for a specified period of time. (Source 1, p. 29-31).
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A confusing entry in the journal by Mrs. Elizabeth Simpson Inchbold, the playwright friend of Mary Whitfield documents a
visit in November of 1819 by CAROLINE Whitfield who tells Mrs. Inchbold that she is immigrating to South Africa. Mrs.
Inchbold gave Caroline ten pounds in memory of her mother and commented that “Africa is the great problem in the
improvement of the world”. Did Charlotte’s sister also plan to go to South Africa or did Mrs. Inchbold just confuse the two
girls? (Inchbold Journal Vol 2 page 266). The journals detail a great friendship of Mary Whitfield and Elizabeth Inchbold.
Elizabeth often resided with the Whitfields and later, after Mary death, at least one of Mary’s daughters lived with Mrs.
Inchbold.
No information is known regarding the initial arrangement of John Brown and Charlotte Whitfield and their plan to
immigrate together to South Africa. Family stories relate that “John Brown was unable to divorce his wife because she was
Catholic”, but later “dumped” her and took up with Charlotte. The assumption was that they were involved before the trip.
The facts seem to contradict that. John and Ann Brown lived on the farm together with Charlotte Whitfield after
immigration. Ann went on to have two additional children and after, two years in South Africa, Charlotte had the first of her
five children by John Brown.
The application for immigration to South Africa was made in 1819 by Charlotte Whitfield and John Brown with his family,
wife Ann and two children. We do not know how Charlotte Whitfield and John Brown met but there are common
denominators. They lived in the same area and attended the same church. In their 1819 application for immigration, John
Brown and his family included Charlotte Whitfield, termed “Charlotte Brown” as a “sister” of John. Among the 90,000 who
applied, only 4000 were chosen for the voyage in 1820. (Source 11) The Brown/Whitfield application was initially denied,
but after their joining up with John Stubbs, an agriculturist, the application was accepted. John Brown and John Stubbs
became joint leaders and connected themselves with the party led by William Clark, a surgeon. The Brown-Stubbs division
managed to be treated as an independent party, which probably meant that they paid the passage fee for some of the
other settlers in their party and received, in return, their property and their labor for a specified length of time. (Source 2:
Location 1517).
John Stubbs was born in 1785 in England and was married in 1805 at St. Paul’s Covent Gardens to Ann Campbell. John
Brown, who was thirteen years younger, also married his wife, Ann Cane, at St. Paul’s. John Stubbs had six children at the
time of immigration. One of John’s sons, Thomas Stubbs, wrote a book based on his father’s journals, The Reminiscences of
Thomas Stubbs which detailed the early years of struggle in the new colony. It had numerous references to John Brown and
Charlotte Whitfield. One specified Charlotte as the “tenant” on the Brown Farm. John Stubbs was involved in ivory trade
with the natives and was killed in 1823 by the natives. His wife died shortly after, leaving their seven (one child had died
previously) orphan children to be distributed among the settlers. A five-year old son, Richard Tiplady Stubbs, was taken in
by the Brown-Whitfield household, but died two years later in 1826. The eldest son John was bound to a Mr. Welsford, a
merchant in Grahamstown. Thomas was bound to Mr. Thackwray to learn wagon making. (Source 15)
The following is a list of the people who traveled together in 1820 on the ship Northampton.
In the William Clark’s division: (Some are from the Refuge for the Destitute in Hoxton, London. Clark supplied their
outfits and paid their deposits.)
BOX, John 29.
CHARLSLEY, Edward 18. Labourer.
CLARK, William 25. Surgeon. w Catherine Eliza 27.
DAWSON, James 18. Tailor
DESERT, James 30. Silk weaver.
EVANS, James 32. Labourer. w Mary 30.
FULTON, William 18. Labourer.
GOULDING, John 18. Nailmaker.
HARVEY, Richard 40. w Sarah 36. c Sarah 13, Elizabeth 11, Mary Ann 9, Job 4, Ruth 2, John.
HAUGH, John 39. Cowkeeper and grazier. w Elizabeth 40.
HOLLIDAY, Charles 14 (servant to William Clark).
HONEY, Jeremiah 36. Farmer. w Ann 30. c Sarah 10, Elizabeth 8, Ann Webb 5, Cordelia 3 (died at sea),
Frances (born at sea).
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MARSHALL, Henry 28. Silversmith. w Mary 24. c Henry 3, Mary Ann 1, James Northampton (born at sea).
MARSHALL, John 40. Gardener.
PARRYMORE, Thomas 18. Shoemaker.
ROBERTSHAW, William 18. Labourer.
TAYLOR, John 38. Shopkeeper. w Mary 40. c John Walton 8.
THORN, George 28. Farmer.
WENTWORTH, William 35. Carpenter. w Frances Maria 24. c William 13.
WHITE, John 18. Ropemaker.
WHITE, Richard 40. Merchant and ropemaker.
WILLIAMS, Isaac 18. Shoemaker.

In the John Brown and John Stubbs’ division: (Some substitutes were made at the last moment; therefore, some names
may be incorrect.)
BLAKEMORE, George 33. Farmer. w Sarah 34. c Mary Ann 9, Elizabeth 5, Harriet 1. (They moved into Grahamstown0
BROWN, John 28. Fisherman and trader. w Ann 25. c Elizabeth 4, Ann 2.
DAVIS, David 40. Smith. c David 16.
DENHAM, William 31. Labourer. w Sarah 32. c George 3. (They lived in Grahamstown, son was apprenticed to Thomas Stubbs
around 1840 for saddlemaking.)
FANCUTT, Thomas 28. Husbandman. w Ann 32. c Louisa 11, Thomas 9.
HARRISON, William 34. Farmer and butcher.
MAINMAN, Thomas 25. Labourer. (He left the farm and married a Ms Wainwright and they were lost on a return voyage in
1824.)
SAUNDERS, John 36. Gardener. w Ann 3. c John 9, Thomas 4.
STUBBS, John 35. Agriculturist. w Ann 34. c Elizabeth 13, John 12, Thomas 10, William 6, Ellen 3, Richard 1.
WARNER, Ebenezer 28. Husbandman. w Louisa 28. c Thomas 10, William 4.
WHITFIELD, Charlotte 23 (listed as Charlotte Brown).

Substitutes/Additions (Some changes were added at the last moment which could be inaccuracies in the list. (Source 15)
FOSS, Thomas. (He left the farm after 1823 and died in Grahamstown in 1850.)
REYNOLDS, Robert. Wheelwright.
WEST, Thomas. Age 15, orphan (He ran away from the farm in 1821. Later in 1846 in Grahamstown, he killed an old slave and
had to work seven years to pay for him and then work another seven years to pay for slave that he took as a wife.)
WOOD, Daniel. Butcher
18 year old maidservant

Note that Charlotte Whitfield listed her age as 23. Based on her christening record, she would actually have been about 30
years old. The only other single female was a maidservant who was added to the manifest at the last minute and who
married a butcher, Daniel Wood.
JOURNEY TO SOUTH AFRICA AND A FARM AT THE CLAY PITTS
The Brown-Stubbs party left Gravesend, England, on the ship, Northampton, on December 13, 1819 and arrived at Algoa
Bay (today Port Elizabeth) in South Africa on March 30, 1820. It was a difficult voyage. Only a few accommodations were
made for some women. The men mostly slept on deck. The food was terrible. There was one colonial agent per two ships
assigned to deal with settlers’ problems and in their case, the person was on the other ship. The captain of the
Northampton apparently had nothing to do with the settlers. (Source 5, p.65) In addition, there was a smallpox outbreak
during the voyage. The sailors fumigated the vessel every week between decks by dropping red hot shot in buckets of
vinegar. When the ship arrived at Algoa Bay, all the bedding was burnt to prevent anyone else catching smallpox. Therefore,
the settlers arrived in South Africa with less goods than they packed for the trip. (Source 15, p. 65). The settlers were
organized for transportation to their farm plots in ox carts driven by Dutch farmers, called Boers.
The Stubbs/Brown group were informed that no separate location had been allocated for them upon arriving, but were
soon able to be accommodated. They were located along with fellow settler, Thomas Mahoney, between the Kap River and
the Great Fish River around an area known to have clay deposits. This area known as the Clay Pitts was described as a
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“delightful spot, a tiny valley of emerald green with a crystal spring that was flanked on three sides by steep rocks.” (Source
15, 16) It was so named because it had deposits of fine red clay that had been used by the natives for ornamental, ritual,
and utilitarian purposes. The natives would pomade their head with it, fashioning it with pea-size, tight balls. They would
also anoint the body to make it shine like bronze. This clay was an essential part of the native lifestyle and resulted in
conflict with the location of settlers near this area.
The nearest town located fifteen miles west of the Clay Pitts was Grahamstown. It had been established in 1812 as a
military outpost to secure the frontier. In 1818/1819 there had been a war with the natives which resulted in the
government designating the Great Fish River as the southern, lower boundary for a thirty-mile wide neutral strip of land. No
settlements, neither whites nor natives, were permitted in the neutral territory. This boundary was one of the first
attempts by the government to prevent the natives from continually migrating southward toward the cape settlements.
(Source 15)
It did not take long before the settlers began to have contact with the natives who were crossing the neutral zone and
coming to the Clay Pitts. One of the first recorded situations was in 1821 when some settlers were alarmed to see the
appearance of nearly three thousand natives. (Source 15)
On the 1820-1833 map of the Zuurveld, the plots of the 1820 settlers are shown. Grahamstown is located in the top
northwest. The William Clark’s party was located about 8 miles east of Grahamstown. The Clay Pitts are shown in the north
east area and are designed by one of the arrows. The Stubbs’ plot was to the west of the Clay Pitts and the Brown’s plot
was to the east of the Clay Pitts on the Kap River. Thomas Mahoney’s plot was next to Thomas Stubbs. All three of these
early setters to the area near the Clay Pitts were killed by natives, Stubbs in 1823. Mahoney in December 1834 and John
Brown in January 1835.

Map of the farms of the 1820 setters in South Africa
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EARLY YEARS OF THE SETTLEMENT
The initial few years for the 1820 settlers were difficult and in some cases, disastrous. Upon arriving, the British
Government supplied the settlers with tents for dwellings. So one of the first tasks was to build a house, often beginning
with a house for the head of the party. Houses were built of wattle and daub. In several cases, there were burnt-out
foundations from previous inhabitants, Dutch farmers who had likely been killed by the natives. Many settlers must have
lived in tents for quite a while. Along with building of dwellings, the settlers had to prepare and plant the land using tools
and seeds again supplied by the government.
An early view of a settlement by P.L.G. Cloete,
showing the rudimentary wattle and daub huts
including Zulu beehive huts.

For the settlement in the Eastern Cape of South Africa, the first five years were marked by several years of crop failures
from both diseases and locust swarms as well as alternating drought and floods. By 1824, it was apparent, even to Lord
Charles Somerset, the governor of the colony that the agricultural experiment had failed. Settlers began to leave the farms
either with or without permission, moving to Grahamstown or other fledgling towns in an attempt to make a livelihood
using whatever other skills that they possessed in an effort to survive.
John Stubbs was described as an “industrious farmer” but his partner, John Brown was not interested in farming. Within
one year of arriving, the men agreed to dissolve their partnership. John Brown took the oxen and Stubbs took the cows. .
Stubbs moved his tents one and half mile from the Browns and ploughed a large field and prepared to build a house.
Despite this, they remained neighbors and good friends. (Source 15).
John Brown turned to trading in order to survive the series of crop failures as did many of the other settlers. In 1818, the
British government had established laws that allowed trading only between government officials and the natives in an
effort to prevent the conflicts that were beginning. So after the 1820 settlers turn to trading, many entered into legal trade
with the Boers and illegal trade with the natives.
A first recorded transaction was in 1821 when a settler purchased an ox from the natives. The illegal trading business
quickly thrived and many settlers including Stubbs, Brown, and Mahoney became involved. The trade included items such
as ivory, beads, animal hides, and household items and later, spirits, buttons, and guns. Illegal trading was a dangerous
business. On 31 May 1823, John Stubbs was murdered by the natives as he carried on his trade of ivory and spirits. His
widow was three months pregnant so she and her other five children moved to a half-completed, abandoned fort near the
Brown farm.
Stealing by the natives became a regular event and major problem. Ownership of cows was a sign of wealth for a native, so
cattle stealing by the natives increased over time. Natives needed cows to purchase a wife. (Source 2, Location 2378).
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In 1824, the governor of the colony interceded and amended the law to reverse the prohibition of trade policy. It
established a weekly trading fair at Fort Willshire that lasted about three day. This fort was located in the neutral territory,
north of the Fish River and about sixty miles from Grahamstown. The intention was again to protect the settlers. The law
permitted any settler of good character to obtain a license to trade from a Landdrost (magistrate). Thomas Mahoney had
already been given a special license to trade in spirits in 1822. John Brown was issued License #13 in 1824. Although the
fairs provided a thriving income to many settlers, the natives were not pleased to now have to pay for the clay and other
items that previously had been free resources.
Over time, the conflicts escalated. There were attempts to resolve issues using army patrols which led to more violence.
Over the next twenty-three years, one hundred and twenty of the original settlers would die at the hands of the natives.
(Source 1, p. 70). Ultimately, the problem was not resolved for nearly sixty years.
THE SETTLEMENT GROWS
By 1823, Grahamstown had about 375 farm houses of either stone or brick or wattle and daub. By the 1830s,
Grahamstown was a prosperous community of 7000 people surrounded by successful farms. (Source 2)
Those settlers who remained on the farms continued to scratch out a living, either by changing the crops that they were
growing or by trading or by raising livestock. During this same time, it was estimated that about 1500 acres were under
cultivation that produced wheat barley, oats, rye, mealies, potatoes, and pumpkins. Livestock raised by the settlers
including cattle, horses, goats, and pigs.
“LAWYER” BROWN AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
There was reference to John Brown being a lawyer in the family stories. He seemed to have been fairly well educated but it
is noted that he listed his occupations on his immigration papers as fisherman and trader. Thomas Stubbs, the son of John
Stubbs, explains the reference in his book. He states that John Brown was often referred to “Lawyer” Brown, sometimes
“Layer” Brown. He states that there were many interpretations of this, some not flattering. He suggested that a mild
modern counterpart would be “chancer”. Yet, in an appeal that Thomas Stubbs made in 1864 to the government for
compensation, he refers to John Brown as “Lawyer Brown”, a more creditable attribute even though it was applied to a
layman. (Source 15, footnote 83).
Thomas Stubbs also remembers John Brown as “active, but elusive”. John Brown was involved in some of the local politics
as documented by his signing the settler petition of 1823 which verbalized appreciation to the English government for the
support it rendered during the time of settlement and particularly to the current acting governor, but detailed requests for
changes This most important was the need for representation from their remote area of the country for decisions made by
the government located on the Internet and is interesting reading, especially with the parallels to the quest for
independence in America . (Source 18)
John Brown also was a member of the Albany Lodge of Free Masons, beginning in 1828. The Masonic organization is well
known to be a selective group of men. Thomas Stubbs makes the assertion in his book that even after the opening of the
trade fairs, John Brown did not engage in much of the local politics. (Source 15). This is thought-provoking because John
Brown is mentioned in so many of the early documents of the settlement as compared to the other settlers that are not
mentioned at all. Yet there is no reference to the domestic situation of the John Brown household with both a wife and
consort under the same roof. Certainly, most settlers must have been aware of this parentage of the children. Did that
prevent his becoming more involved with the community?
CHILDREN OF JOHN BROWN
After immigrating to South Africa with his wife Ann and two children, Elizabeth and Anne, John Brown had two additional
children with Ann.
These legitimate children were:
1.

Elizabeth, 1815-6/7/1859, who married Edward Chapman Leonard, a son of 1820 settler John William Weston
Leonard, a tanner, and his wife, Elizabeth Taylor.
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2.
3.
4.

Anne, 1819-6/30/1839, who married Henry Francis Flynn in 1831 and died childless.
Christianna, 9/12/1821, who married Henry Francis Flynn in p Jan 1845 and had son Henry Francis Flynn III in 1846
George, 6/1/1826-5/29/1872, who married Caroline Lambert on 7/27/1857. He died in East London.

Two of his daughters, Anne and Christianna, were married to the same person. Henry Francis Fynn/Flynn (1803-1861) was
of some renown since he and his partner, Lt. Francis George Farewell (1791-1828) negotiated with famous chief Chaka of
the Zulus for the land to establish a permanent trading port on the Eastern Cape which later became Durban. Flynn had
had some medical trading in England before immigrated to South Africa in 1818 with his father and had the opportunity to
treat some of the Zulus including saving the life of the chief Chaka. A British movie, made in 1986, Shaka Zulu, recounts the
story of Fynn and Farewell. In gratitude for his service, Chaka gave Fynn at least eight native wives and according to the
Internet, the descendants of his twenty “colored” (mixed race) children continue to squabble over some land issues in
south Africa.

Henry Francis Fynn
1803-1861
English traveler and trader
Explorer of early Natal and Magistrate

Interestingly, there was a man named John Cane associated with Francis Farewell and Henry Francis Fynn and the founding
of Durban. John Cane had immigrated to Cape Town, South Africa in 1813 and listed his occupation as a carpenter. John
Brown’s wife had a maiden name of Cane. Is it a possible that he was somehow related to Ann Cane Brown.
Two years after immigrating, Charlotte Whitfield had the first of five children by John Brown. Their children were:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Leo Africanus Whitfield (1822-1887) was born to the thirty-two year old Charlotte Whitfield.
Mary Margaret (1825-1917), probably named for Charlotte’s mother Mary
Charlotte Belinda Whitfield (1826-1919), probably named for her sister Belinda
John Whitfield (1828-1909) who was born during a trip to London
William Henry Lancaster Whitfield (1829-1877) who was born after John Brown and Charlotte Whitfield returned
to South Africa from a trip to England and was named for Charlotte’s brother, William Lancaster Whitfield, who
had died in 1824 in Jamaica.

Since John and Charlotte did not have any children until 1822, one could speculate that the “coupling” of John and
Charlotte did not occur until after they had arrived in South Africa. The facts seem to support that John Brown cohabitated
with both his wife Ann and Charlotte Whitfield until his death in 1835. All of Charlotte’s children used her surname of
Whitfield and several are named for Charlotte’s siblings. This must have presented some difficulty considering the social
stigma of illegitimacy during that time. Charlotte Whitfield appeared to wear her spinsterhood proudly. It was interesting to
note that when she and John Brown returned to England in 1828 to attempt to claim an inheritance from her brother, she
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was listed on the manifest as Charlotte Whitfield. In addition, Thomas Stubbs referred to Charlotte Whitfield in his journal
as a “tenant” of John Brown. (Source 15)
LEO AFRICANUS WHITFIELD, THE SON OF CHARLOTTE WHITFIELD
The name of Charlotte’s first child is interesting. Researching, Leo Africanus, an interesting derivation is found. Around
1494, a Berber, al-Hasan ibn Muhammad al-Wazzan al-Fazi, was born in Granada, Spain. He studied at a university in Fez
and later traveled to many locations such a Timbuktu with an uncle who was on diplomatic missions. He became an
authoritative source for the geography and politics of the Africa known at that time. On one of his trips, he was captured
by Spanish corsairs and taken to Crete and then to Rome. There, he met Pope Leo X who was impressed by his learning and
knowledge. Pope Leo offered his patronage for al-Fazi to write travel information down in a book. It was later called, A
Geographic History of Africa. Pope Leo eventually honored this man by giving him his own name, called him “Leo of Africa”,
Leo Africanus. This book was translated into French and Latin and eventually around 1600, into English and in Europe, was
considered the most authoritative source for the geography and politics of North and Sudanic Africa. It made Leo Africanus
renown among European geographers. Leo Africanus died c1554. Could it be that this book was known to John Brown and
Charlotte Whitfield and swayed their decision to immigrate to South Africa instead of another of the British colonies?
INHERITANCE FROM CHARLOTTE’S BROTHER, WILLIAM LANCASTER WHITFIELD
On October 17, 1824, William Lancaster Whitfield, a brother of Charlotte Whitfield, died in Jamaica and left his estate in
part to his wife, Mary Jennings Whitfield, and in part to his unmarried sisters Charlotte and Belinda Whitfield. Belinda died
unmarried in London in 1827 leaving no heirs.
William Lancaster Whitfield (1779-1824) had gone to Jamaica to engage in sugar production. Jamaica was an important
British sugar colony during the Napoleonic Wars. (Source 9) In July 1820, William was elected to the House of Assembly in
Parish of St. Andrews in Jamaica. He served as a magistrate in 1824. (Source 8) He was listed as a merchant for town of
Kingston. In March 1818, Whitfield and his partner William Thomas Barnes, both British subjects filed a petition to the US
House of Representatives seeking restitution for the valuable cargo on the vessel, Louisa that was taken to the port of
Castile after the crew mutinied. The cargo had been sold and for some reason, one half of the proceeds was paid to the
Treasury of the United States. (Source 10)
However Charlotte learned of the death of her brother and her inheritance, apparently any long-distance attempts to claim
the inheritance were fruitless. So on January 16, 1827, Charlotte Whitfield and John Brown applied for and received
permission to travel back to England for the purpose of claiming the inheritance. They left South Africa in February of 1827
on the English schooner, Ann, sailing by way of Rio de Janeiro in Brazil, to England. All the Brown and Whitfield children
must have been left on the farm with John’s wife, Anne, This would have included the four children John had with Ann and
the three children that John had with Charlotte at that time. In 1828, John Brown secured the backing of Earl Gower
(probably Granville Leveson-Gower) who gave him a letter of introduction to the Colonial Office which was probably used
to address the inheritance situation. (Source 15). On February 28, 1828, Charlotte delivered her fourth child in England.
Counting back, Charlotte would have conceived this child during the voyage to England. Six months later, in June 1828,
Charlotte and John left England and arrived back to South Africa on 9/15/1828. Charlotte and John would have been gone
nineteen months during which Anne would have maintained the farm and cared for the seven children. Six months after
their return to South Africa in January 1829, Charlotte Whitfield gave birth to her fifth child, a son, which she named after
her brother, William Henry Lancaster Whitfield.
The trip to London to claim the inheritance was not successful. The situation persisted for many years. There was a claim at
one point that it was only a small amount and it had been paid to the brother’s wife. Charlotte died in 1875 without a
resolution to this situation. An 1898 article in an Australian newspaper entitled, Windfalls for Colonists, listed Charlotte
Whitfield/Turkington as one who had money held in Chancery in England. (Source 4) In 1899, the Whitfield family was
informed of a sum of something over 4000 pounds was being held in Chancery in England and was advised of the need to
appoint an executor. A follow-up letter in 1909 from the Chancery court specified that the estate was to be divided up
between the five children of Charlotte Whitfield with each child and their descendants receiving a 1/5 share. A subsequent
letter in 1910 acknowledged documents that defined the descendants and named David Reuben Whitfield, 1873-1937, a
son of William Henry Lancaster Whitfield, (son of Charlotte Whitfield) as Executor Dative. There are also letters posted
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probably as required by law in the London Gazette (Source 7) in 1908 and 1898 referring to the inheritance and searching
for next of kin of William Henry Turkington, the husband of Charlotte Whitfield and the next of kin for Belinda Whitfield, the
sister of Charlotte Whitfield. The conclusion is that the situation had not resolved even in 1908.
In 1897, Charlotte’s son had filed a death notice for Charlotte. This would have been twenty-two years after her death and
probably was an attempt to clarify the family relationships. This death notice specified the sum of about 3800 pounds that
was being held in Chancery which was probably a reference to the money left to her from her brother.
The final resolution, if there was one, is not documented. Doing some math, the 4000 pound can be converted to about half
a million dollars today in US currency. Of course, factoring in the number of generations and the number of descendants in
each generation, a per-person share would be about $50.00 and that is without the fees and other deductions. It would be
fitting, if the money is still there and there is no statute of limitation, that it be recovered and used to support a memorial
to Charlotte Whitfield.
ESCALATING NATIVE TROUBLES FOR THE SETTLERS
The Thomas Stubbs’ book gives us an example:
The Stubbs family had been visiting at the John Brown farm one day in 1834. A chief of the Eno’s tribe named Kassa
came to the farm with ten men, each with an elephant’s tooth, intent on trading for beads and buttons. Brown and
Stubbs killed an ox for the natives. As they were feasting at mid-day, a patrol of Hottentots who were indigenous
people who often worked for the colonial government, came to the farm tracking the natives that they assumed were
illegally trading. These Hottentots had imbibed spirits at the nearby Thomas Mahoney property previous to arriving at
the Brown farm, they proceeded to capture Kassa and one of his men. The natives gave themselves up willingly
because they were confident that Eno would be able to get any charges removed knowing that the government needed
their good will in setting up the native fairs at Fort Willshire. The Hottentots took Kassa and his man away to
Grahamstown for imprisonment. An hour later, John Brown gathered some men to go to Grahamstown to retrieve
Kassa from the officials. The children of John Stubbs were left with “Mrs. Brown, Miss Whitfield, and their children”.
(Thomas Stubbs, the author of this tale, would have been about twenty four years old at this time and probably aware
of the situation at the Brown farm with a wife and a mistress.) Two nights later, John Brown was still absent from the
farm and the women and children were surprised by ten natives of Eno’s tribe around eight in the evening. These
natives surrounded the house, each holding an assegai with one hand and a bundle in the other. Two of the natives
approached the house and asked for “Long John” (“Lawyer” Brown). The natives were told that he had gone to
Grahamstown to get their chief free. The two natives searched the house, sticking their assegais into the beds and in
every corner. Not finding Brown, they demanded food. The families gave the natives all the food that was in the house.
The natives then stationed themselves round the house and kept watch all night. Every few hours, one native would
come and to ask for water and to have a look round. Around 1 or 2 o’clock in the morning, one of them came for water
and was told that the water “was all done”. He responded, “well, you must fetch some and I will wait here.” One of the
Stubbs’ brothers went down the steep foot path to the kloof (ravine) in the bush to fetch the water. He stumbled over
something and fell and upon rising, he saw a native standing over him with an assegai. The brother showed the native
the jug and explained the reason for being in the bush. He was allowed to get some water and return to the house. .
The natives continued their watch until daylight and then went off into the bush. About 12 o’clock that day, the
families saw Brown coming from the direction of town. To prevent the natives in the bush from surrounding him,
Thomas Stubbs ran out to meet Brown preventing the natives in the bush from surrounding him and told him of the
situation at the house. John Brown told Thomas that the two prisoners, Kassa and his man, had been moved on to Fort
Willshire. Brown had no choice but to now go to Fort Willshire to obtain their liberation. The natives kept guard over
the Brown farm for the two more nights. On the following day, the families saw Brown returning with Kassa, the native
chief. Brown called out to the natives asking the reason for their being at the house. The natives replied that they
thought Brown had been traitorous and was the cause of their chief being taken prisoner. If their chief had not been
returned, they intended to set fire to the house and murder each person as they ran out of the house. Everything was
resolved. The ivory and other trade items exchanged and the natives marched off. (Source 15, p.88-90)
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DEATH OF JOHN BROWN
The trading continued and the skirmishes with the natives increased. As a result of some trading dispute, the natives had
made a dead set on Thomas Mahoney and John Brown at the Clay Pitt area in December of 1834. Thomas Mahoney and his
son-in-law Henderson were killed in December and three weeks later, in January of 1835, John Brown and his tenant, Mr. P.
Whittaker were lured out of Mahoney’s brewery tower by a flag of truce and executed by the natives. They were not
stabbed with an assegais, but as the official reports clearly stated, they were both beaten to death, “making the murders
look like a personal vendetta.” Jeremiah Goldswain identifies one of the natives that killed John Brown as Louis Arnoldus, a
Hottentot. (Source 3, location 1724). In the account in his book, Thomas Stubbs incorrectly identified the tenant that was
killed with John Brown as a Whitfield. (Source 15, p. 12) This could not have been true as John Brown’s oldest Whitfield son,
Leo Africanus, would have been about thirteen at the time and lived to a much older age.
The family account of John Brown’s death that was passed down was that he had sold or traded some cattle to natives.
These natives were later accused by some other settlers as having stolen the cattle. When John Brown went to resolve the
situation, he was killed.
In March of 1835, colonial troops advanced on the natives in an attempt to resolve these conflicts. Farms in this area,
particularly those close to the Clay Pitts, were difficult to defend. Dense bush on both side of the Fish River gave excellent
cover to the natives. The natives resented the encroachment of the settlement and the loss of access to clay deposits. The
problems continued and eventually resulted in a number of Zulu wars. The British government were victorious around
1879.
At the death of John Brown, Charlotte Whitfield was left with five children, ages 13, 10, 9, 7, and 6 years old and Ann had
four children, ages 20, 19, 14, and 9. Apparently for security reasons, they all would have moved into Grahamstown. We do
not know about the living situation there for Charlotte Whitfield and Ann Brown and any resolution of the property at the
Clay Pitts. The normal assumption would be that the wife inherited the farm which left Charlotte Whitfield with no
property.
DIRE CIRCUMSTANCES AND A MARRIAGE FOR CHARLOTTE WHITFIELD
By summer of 1835, Charlotte Whitfield was living in Grahamstown and made at least two petitions to the Governor of the
colony requesting assistance. The first document is dated July 15, 1835 and makes a reference to a prior plea for assistance,
Our petitioner humbly prayeth tat such as shall be judged sufficient recompense for her losses by the Caffer (Native)
eruption may be paid to her as far as can be permitted in money as your petitioner having five children too young to
gain their own livelihood and being herself lame make it impossible for her to pursue any very active course of life. Your
excellency may please to remember some few months back your petitioner addressed you concerning the situation of
her rations which your Excellency graciously inquired into, but as she was not considered in a state of destitution has
th
received no rations since the 7 of March, no cash nor no assistance whatever, she has been obliged to make great
sacrifices in drawing bills on her property in England to obtain a little cash to prevent the starvation of herself and
family. She is now enabled to provide for them and settle comfortably provided she had the means to discharge some
few debts which from the state of these unfortunate times she has been obliged to incur.
The second letter is dated July 22, 1935 and stated that she is still unable to return to the farm and again requested rations
and relief. (Source 4).
I hope and trust, I shall not be deemed importunate in readdressing you so soon again on my affairs, but it is at present
impossible for me to return to my farm. Cattle would be of little use to me but for sale, and I should wish to preserve
them for my children. I have now an opportunity to settle myself and family provided I had the means to discharge a
few trifling debts which the misfortune of the time has compelled me to incur and something to assist me at the
present moment for tax now reduced I might say to my last shilling and have neither rations or relief from the Board
nor never had therefore my case is a destressing one to me and five children to provide for. I cannot draw on England
again for some time having sacrificed much property there already for our support, we are therefore likely to starve
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unless Sir you will kindly interfere and assist us as far as lays in your power for which you will ever have the thanks of
me and my family.

Three days after the last plea for assistance, on July 25, Charlotte Whitfield married William Henry Turkington. Surely there
was a direct relationship between her need for assistance and this marriage. Charlotte and William married at St. George’s
Church in Grahamstown, South Africa. Charlotte was listed as a spinster on the registry and would have been forty-six years
old. Not much is known about William Turkington. On his immigration to South Africa in 1820, he listed his trade as army
and bricklayer. There was a possibility that he had a son George, age about 5, although the child is not listed on the voyage
records. Turkington was granted permission to return to London in 1823, and if he did, he must have returned to SA.
Perhaps he took his son back to England. The only other record of him concerned his contribution to the expenses of
procuring a Roman Catholic clergyman for the frontier.
This marriage was not a happy one as documented by two Albany magistrate records. On June 24, 1839, Charlotte
Turkington, wife of William Henry Turkington, was fined for “lying down drunk in a public street”. She plead guilty.
Turkington was filed for a breach of peach in attempting to gain the release of his wife. A month later, on July 20, 1839,
Charlotte bought a case against William Turkington for assault in which he was found guilty and fined. (Source 4). There are
no other records that can convey whether they continued to cohabitate. William Turkington died in 1848.
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In 1862, Charlotte Whitfield Turkington was present at her son John’s wedding to his second wife Anne Wallis in Cuylerville.
John had been previously married in 1853 to Jane Cawood who must have died after the birth of their son in 1854. Anne
Wallis was the daughter-in-law who left us the only description we have of Charlotte. By her account, Anne was often
frightened of Charlotte. Anne’s parents were of Scot origin but had lived in England before their immigration to South Africa
where they opened a hotel at Manley Flats. They returned to England but left their children, Anne, Louisa, and James with
an aunt, Mrs. Robey, who was managing the hotel. Louisa married a McCarter and had a child Annie. After Louisa died from
Typhoid, this child was adopted by John Whitfield and his wife, Anne. James never married and also died of Typhoid. John
Whitfield and Ann had twelve additional children.
On 6/21/1875, Charlotte died at, Gum Grove, the farm of her oldest son, Leo Africanus. She died intestate and was buried
on the farm. She was 86 years old. This estate was said to have been purchased with Charlotte’s money and had more than
4000 acres and race horses. It was located on the slopes of Taba Ndoda between Fort White and Debe Nek. More than
twenty years later, her death notice was filed at the Supreme Court in Cape Town, South Africa by her son, John Whitfield.
DEATH OF ANN CANE BROWN
Ann Cane Brown was living in Grahamstown when she died in February of 1857. She would have been sixty-five years old.
Her eldest child, Elizabeth and her husband, Edward Chapman Leonard were also living in Grahamstown so Ann could have
resided with them. Edward and Elizabeth had three children. In 1859, two years after the death of Ann Cane Brown,
Elizabeth Brown Leonard died.

Debe Nek Trading Post, located west
of King William’s Town and north east
of Grahamstown.

FINAL REMARKS BY AUTHOR
How I wish she had left a diary. There is no doubt that Charlotte Whitfield led adventurous life full of hardships and
interesting experiences. She had an independent spirit and made an impact. Her many descendants now live all over the
world.
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