FORRESTER FAMILY – PATERNAL LINE

John FORRESTER

lived

dd Oct 1731 to dd Dec 1810

Genealogical notation: The primary connector for the phases of this family history is the matching signatures on the
various documents. The secondary attribute is the notation that John Forrester was a widower on the two later
marriage licences.

John Forrester was a man of the Georgian era; a period of British overseas expansion,
of almost continuous international warfare, and of great economic and social change.
John was born to Isaac Forrester and Elizabeth (née Morris) around October 1731,
and was baptised at St. Margaret’s Church, Moreton Say, Shropshire on 20 Oct 1731.

Source: Moreton Say Parish Register, 1731: Findmypast.co.uk

In 1723 Isaac and Elizabeth Forrester, were living at Long Meadow; a property that
was most likely very close to the village of Moreton Say, and was a farm which was
part of the Shavington Estate owned by the 12th Viscount and 1st Earl Kilmorey. It is
assumed that the family continued to live at the same property following John’s birth.

Source: The History of Shavington in the County of Salop, Henry D. Harrod (1891) Shrewsbury, Salop Printing Works.
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John was the third child born to Isaac and Elizabeth Forrester. Their first child; also
Isaac, was baptised on the 24th June 1720 at Moreton Say, and their second child,
Thomas, was baptised on 1st January 1730. Thomas died in February 1739 and was
buried at St. Margaret’s Church, Moreton Say.
With a ten year gap between Isaac and Thomas it is possible there were other children
born who died in very early infancy, and were not baptised. This possible and very
tragic early infant mortality is evident from the records of the fourth child; William,
who was baptised at St. Margaret’s Church on 6th July 1735, only to be buried on 20th
August 1735. A fifth child and the only girl recorded; Elizabeth, was also buried at St.
Margaret’s Church in 1735 on the 19th October. No record of her baptism has been
located at time of writing. It is possible that either William or Elizabeth were actually
born before 1735.
Isaac’s wife (John’s mother), Elizabeth, died and was buried 11 th November 1752 at
St. Margaret’s Church, Moreton Say when John was around 21 years of age.

Source: Moreton Say Parish Register, 1752: Findmypast.co.uk

John’s first marriage
Almost a year later, on 4th September 1753, John obtained a licence to marry Mary
Jerviss. John was aged 22 years, and Mary was 24 or 25 years old. John was joined
by Thomas Cartwright of the village of Hodnet, and what looks like a person named
Thomas Gaysall, as co-guarantors for the £100 marriage bond.
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Source: UK Marriage Bonds and Allegations: Findmypast.co.uk

John and Mary were married on the same day the licence was obtained; the 4th
September 1753, in St. John the Baptist’s Church in the village of Great Bolas; known
also as Bolas Magna.

Source: Bolas Magna Say Parish Register, 1753: Findmypast.co.uk

Mary Jervis was most likely the daughter of William Jervis of Eaton; a village located
between Great Bolas and Moreton Say. She was baptised on 31st July 1728 at the
nearby village of Stoke on Tern.

Source: Stoke on Tern Parish Register, 1728: Findmypast.co.uk

John and Mary most probably lived with or near to Isaac Forrester because most of
their children were baptised at St. Margaret’s Church, Moreton Say.
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Their first child, Thomas, was however baptised on 25th September 1754 in Bolas
Magna most probably in respect for Elizabeth’s parents and at the church that they
would have considered to be their parish.
Most unfortunately the boy did not live long and his burial is recorded on 19th January
1755 also at Bolas Magna.

Source: Bolas Magna Parish Register, 1754-1755: Findmypast.co.uk

The next likely baptism recorded is not until 27th May 1759; for Mary daughter of John
and Mary Forster which may be a child born to the couple. The handwriting in the
parish register changes at April 1759 indicating that the parish had a new rector. It is
possible the new parish priest may not have known the family, and could have
confused John and Mary for another couple in the parish; John and Elizabeth
FORSTER. There are no other Forsters in the Moreton Say parish at this time.

Source: Moreton Say Parish Register, 1759: Findmypast.co.uk

The second certain child to be born to John and Mary was Isaac who was baptised on
12th October 1760 at Moreton Say.

Source: Moreton Say Parish Register, 1760: Findmypast.co.uk

The next child to John and Mary was William. William was buried 11th December 1761
but was not apparently baptised and so may have died at birth.

Source: Moreton Say Parish Register, 1761: Findmypast.co.uk

Page 4 of 20

John’s and Mary’s fourth certain child was again named William. He was baptised on
6th March 1763 at Moreton Say.

Source: Moreton Say Parish Register, 1763: Findmypast.co.uk

The year 1763 ended however with not only the death of John’s wife, Mary, but also
the death of their 3 year old son Isaac. Mary Forrester and her son Isaac were buried
at St. Margaret’s Church, Moreton Say.

Source: Moreton Say Parish Register, 1763: Findmypast.co.uk

It is only a guess as to the cause of their deaths however throughout England at this
time there were regular outbreaks of disease, and in 1763 Shropshire was particularly
effected by a smallpox epidemic.

It is possible that a further child had been born to John and Mary, however no record
of the birth or baptism has been located. Much later, in 1783, John Forrester is noted
as witness at the marriage of Elizabeth Forrester to John Hall at Wrenbury, Cheshire.
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Source: Wrenbury Parish Marriage Register, 1783: Cheshire Archives

Until 1823, a single person under the age of twenty one could not marry without their
parents’ permission. Therefore this Elizabeth Forrester must have been born no later
than 1762 although a certain record of her baptism has not yet been located anywhere
at the time of writing. The large gap between the baptism of Thomas in 1754, and the
possible daughter Mary in 1759 or the certain son Isaac in 1760 does make it a
possibility that Elizabeth was a daughter of John and Mary Forrester. Since a clear
connection between the two has not yet been established the father – daughter
relationship can only be surmised at this stage.

John’s second marriage
John next married Ann Hussey, also from the village of Moreton Say, at St. Margaret’s
Church on the 2nd May 1767. Now 36 years of age, once again John chose to marry by
arranging a licence rather than by having the Banns of Marriage read at the church.
At this time John is recorded in the marriage licence as being a ‘farmer’, of the age of
thirty years and upwards, and a widower. Ann Hussey is described as being a
‘spinster’ aged thirty years and upwards.

Source: Moreton Say Marriage Register, 1767: Findmypast.co.uk
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Source: UK Marriage Bonds and Allegations: Findmypast.co.uk

Ann Hussey was possibly the daughter of Robert and Catherine Hussey of the village
of Prees, which is located only 6 miles or 9 kilometres to the west of Moreton Say.
Corroborating evidence of this connection has not been located at the time of writing
and so must be considered to be conjectural only at this time.
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Source: Prees Parish Register, 1735: Findmypast.co.uk

No baptism records for children born to
John and Ann Forrester have been
located at the date of writing this family
history. It is apparent however that the
family moved to Whitchurch at some
time during the seven years following
their marriage in 1767.
It would seem, from an advertisement
that appeared in the Shrewsbury
Chronicle, that by 1773 John and Ann
had been living near Whitchurch long
enough for John to want to contribute
to a fund set up for the purpose of
prosecuting felons.

Again however tragedy struck. An
entry in the St. Alkmunds, Whitchurch
parish register records the burial of
Ann Forrester from Woodhouses on 8th
December 1774. Again there is no
clear indication of the cause for the
death of John’s wife.
By this time John’s son William would
have been aged 11 years, Mary would have been 15 years old, and if the Elizabeth
whose marriage he witnessed was his daughter then she would be around 12 or 13
years old.

Source: Whitchurch Parish Register, 1774: Findmypast.co.uk

The locality of ‘Woodhouses’ is to the east of the town of Whitchurch, and very close
to the village of Burleydam. There is both an ‘Old Woodhouses’ and a “New
Woodhouses’. The Forresters lived at New Woodhouses, although it is not clear in
which of the actual wood houses they resided. (see the map on the following page)
Tithe records from St. Alkmunds church record that a tenant farmer named
‘Forrester’ “paid £46, jointly with Thomason, rent to Rector for corn tythes’ (Source:
Whitchurch Heritage Names Index: http://www.allourstories.whitchurch-heritage.co.uk/names-index/). A further
document held in the Staffordshire Archives provides evidence that John’s father,
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Isaac Forrester, was living with John certainly in 1776 and may have been living with
him prior to Ann’s death. In 1776 Isaac would have been aged around 75 years old.
Note that Betley is a village very near to Checkley-cum-Wrinehill; a location that
comes up again a little further on.
Reference: D210/M/33
Description: Betley
Date: 22 Oct. 1776
Release to make tenant in precipe
1. Isaac Forster alias Forrester of New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, co. Salop, yeoman.
2. Joseph Allen of S. Andrew, Holborn, co. Middlesex, gent.
3. Edward Layne of Whitchurch, co. Salop, gent.
2 pieces of land in Betley called Rushay or Rushy Moors.
3 red seals - poor impressions.
Source: Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Archive, 1774: Stafford County Record Office

In 1780 John’s signature appears for a brief moment in the Burleydam Chapel register
where he signs the church records as ‘chapel warden’. John’s name does not appear
again as chapel warden in the chapel register.
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Source: Burleydam Chapel Register, 1780: Findmypast.co.uk

A few years later John’s father, Isaac, also died and his burial is recorded in the
register of St. Margaret’s Church, Moreton Say. He was buried on 15 January 1784.

Source: Moreton Say Parish Register, 1784: Findmypast.co.uk

John’s third marriage
Up to this point John Forrester’s occupation had been as a farmer. Perhaps it was as
a consequence of his father’s death; perhaps he received a small inheritance, but
from around this time the now 53 year old became a ‘school master’.
John Forrester married for a third time, again by marriage licence, on 9th January 1786
to Elizabeth Nickson (or Nixon). On the marriage licence John is now described as
being ‘of the Parish of Wrenbury’ and a ‘schoolmaster’ of the age ‘of twenty-one years
and upwards’. Elizabeth is ‘of the Parish of Adderley’ and is similarly described as
being of the age ‘of twenty-one years and upwards’.
For reasons that will be explained further below it is thought that Elizabeth was the
daughter of Ralph and Ann Nickson of Chorley Stock; a village which lies 8 miles, or
13 kilometres, north of Whitchurch and quite close to Wrenbury. If marriage licence is
correct, and Elizabeth was 21 years of age or older, then she would have been born
in 1765 or earlier. At the time of writing an exhaustive elimination of other Elizabeth
Nickson or Nixon possibilities has not been completed, and so at this time Elizabeth’s
parentage is only assumed to be correct.

It is fortunate that John Forrester chose to arrange a marriage licence for each of his
three marriages because it has allowed a chronological comparison and matching of
his signature, without which there would be no clear proven connection between each
of the John Forrester records. While the marriage licence signature on the following
page is not a clear match because John has been at his calligraphic best, it is the
signatures on the Marriage Register which allows us to be certain that the three sets
of marriage documents are tracking the same person.
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Source: UK Marriage Bonds and Allegations: Findmypast.co.uk

The marriage licence indicates that John Forrester had a Godfrey Wolley act as his
co-guarantor for the licence bond. Godfrey Wolley’s occupation is noted as ‘clerk’,
which in the 18th century referred to a clergyman or cleric. Mr. Wolley was almost
certainly Reverend Godfrey Wolley (Jnr) who, five days after John’s wedding, on 14 th
January 1786 was appointed as Vicar to the parish of Acomb in Yorkshire. The
evidence suggests that Rev. Wolley was in Whitchurch to help establish Freemason’s
Lodge No. 478 which commenced on 15th November 1785.* There is no evidence
however that John Forrester was himself a Mason, and so any other connection
between the two currently remains a mystery.

Source: Adderley Parish Register, 1786: Findmypast.co.uk
* United Grand Lodge of England (Sept 2015) “We have checked such indexes as we have to our 18th century membership registers but
have not been able to find the name of John Forrester/Forrester listed.”
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At the date of writing no records have been located to say where John Forrester was
employed as a schoolmaster. There were several Free Grammar Schools; schools
which usually operated under
the jurisdiction of the church,
located in the area around
Woodhouses and nearby
Burleydam. John may have
been employed at any one of
these, or alternatively may
have been employed as a
tutor for children of a wealthy
family at one of the stately
homes nearby.
Combermere Abbey (shown
at right in 1829), which was
very near Burleydam and was
the seat of the Cotton family, is one example.
It is somewhat surprising how many small schools existed around this time.
Parliamentary Papers from 1835 for the British House of Commons, albeit almost fifty
years after John’s time as a schoolmaster, show that there were six schools within the
Wrenbury Parish, and a further nine schools in the Audlem Parish, within the County
of Cheshire. There were also an additional three schools in the town of Whitchurch
by 1835.

Source: Parliamentary Papers, House of Commons and Command, Volume 41 (1835) H.M. Stationery Office
(https://books.google.com.au)
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Shortly after their marriage on 9th January 1786, John’s and Elizabeth’s first child,
Thomas, was born on 1st April 1786. I will leave the maths involved in these dates to
the reader. Thomas was baptised on 28th May 1786 and the event was recorded in the
Burleydam chapel register.

Source: Burleydam Chapel Register, 1786: Findmypast.co.uk

Their second child, Richard, was born on 18th March 1787, and was baptised on 8th
April 1787.

Source: Burleydam Chapel Register, 1787: Findmypast.co.uk

Both Thomas’ and Richard’s baptisms were also recorded in the Wrenbury Parish
Register.

Source: Wrenbury Chapel Register, 1786 to 1787: Findmypast.co.uk

James was the third son born to Elizabeth on 4th July 1788. He was baptised at
Burleydam Chapel on 28th September 1788.

Source: Burleydam Chapel Register, 1788: Findmypast.co.uk

Lastly, a fourth son, Joseph, was born on 6th October 1789 and was baptised at
Burleydam Chapel on 3rd January 1790.
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Source: Burleydam Chapel Register, 1790: Findmypast.co.uk

Both James’ and Joseph’s baptisms were again recorded in the Wrenbury Parish
Register.

Source: Wrenbury Parish Register, 1788 and 1790: Findmypast.co.uk

The village of Burleydam is set in the gently rolling green fields and hedge rows of the
countryside along the Shropshire
Cheshire border. In the latter part of the
1700s
this
countryside
was
experiencing
significant
economic
growth attributable to multiple factors
including enclosure and consolidation
of farmland, development of turnpike
roads and the first canals, greatly
increased population, and the rise of
large new industrial centres in the
midlands area such as Birmingham and
Manchester. Britain’s superior naval
power created the conditions for more
Fields near Burleydam, Cheshire
reliable overseas trade, and the
successive military campaigns against France’s Revolutionary and Bonapartist
imperial aspirations also added momentum to economic prosperity of the time.

Move to Checkley-cum-Wrinehill
A large part of this next phase of John Forrester’s story, it has to be admitted, is
inferred and has not been verified with primary evidence.
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In about 1798; when John was aged around 67 years old, John, Elizabeth and most
probably the four youngest children all moved to live in or near the village of Checkleycum- Wrinehill.
Land Tax assessments show that the family became tenants to Sir Thomas Broughton
of a house and land from 1798 up until 1805.

Source: UK, Land Tax Redemption, 1798: Ancestry.com.au

However from 1806 to 1809 the Land Tax assessments show that John Forrester was
the owner of the property, and then from 1811 the property passed to the ownership
of Thomas Forrester.

Source: Cheshire Land Tax Assessments 1786-1832, 1806: Findmypast.co.uk
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Source: Cheshire Land Tax Assessments 1786-1832, 1809: Findmypast.co.uk

The reason why this John Forrester is considered, on the balance of probability, to be
the same John Forrester school master of Burleydam is based upon two pieces of
evidence.
The first, a signature on a Nickson family will, is certainly the same John Forrester.
The second; a reference to a burial in Wybunbury is much less certain and yet appears
correct alongside other facts for John’s son, Richard, and his later connection to
people in the area around Checkley and Wybunbury.
In 1799 Ralph Nickson of the town of Wybunbury, but previously from the village of
Chorley which is located a short distance to the north-west of Wrenbury (see map
below), wrote a will which was witnessed by John Forrester. In the will Ralph Nickson
mentions his daughter ‘Elizabeth Nickson’. Unfortunately he does not name her
Elizabeth Forrester, or Elizabeth the wife of John Forrester. The close proximity of
these villages to each other, John’s signature on the will, and the will being written
the year after Land Tax records at Checkley begin to note John Forrester as a
resident, all indicate strongly but not conclusively that:
 The John Forrester at Checkley is the same one who signed witnessing the will;
and
 The Elizabeth Nickson named as daughter of Ralph and Ann Nickson is the
same Elizabeth Nickson (or Nixon) who was John’s wife
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Source: Cheshire Wills and Probate, 1803: Findmypast.co.uk

The second set of documentation relates to the burial and description of the grave of
John Forrester at St. Chad’s, the Wybunbury parish church.
The burial of John Forrester of Checkley is recorded in the St. Chad’s parish register
on 31st December 1810.

Source: Wybunbury Parish Register, 1810: Findmypast.co.uk

In and of itself this record does not provide evidence to confirm that this was the burial
of John Forrester the school master. There is however an account of the inscription
that was on the gravestone, and also a record which describes the burial in a little
more detail.
According to Family Heritage Research, who completed research for me into John
Forrester’s genealogy, a catalogue was compiled in the 1980s by the Cheshire Family
History Society of the inscriptions on grave stones in the cemetery at St Chad’s,
Wybunbury. The catalogue lists a grave for a ‘Master Forrester’ but says that much of
the grave stone inscription was worn away.
An account of the burials at St. Chad’s and the location of the graves provides a little
more information about the location in the cemetery of the burial but also confirms the
CFHS comment about the gravestone inscription. The interpretation is that this is
clearly the burial of someone who warranted the title ‘Master’; as in the master of a
school.
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Source: Wybunbury Parish Records: Cheshire Archives

Unfortunately attempts by James Martin, and then also by Michelle, Aimee, Chloe and
I in 2016, to locate the actual grave stone in the St. Chads cemetery and verify the
inscription failed possibly because the stone has been removed or because it has
fallen flat and has been buried under the grass.
The fact that this burial record matches to the Parish Register burial for John
Forrester of Checkley at least confirms that they are the same person and provides a
reasonable degree of confidence that this John Forrester was the same person as
school master John Forrester for Burleydam.

Map of graves at St Chad's Wybunbury

Summary
If we can assume that his baptism occurred shortly after his birth then John Forrester
lived for a little over 79 years.
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During his lifetime John was married three times, was father to between eight and
eleven children, and changed his occupation from farmer to schoolmaster. It is clear
that he was educated from an early age as evidenced by his already very confident
signature at the age of twenty two years on his first marriage licence.
Having been born in or near the village of Moreton Say, John moved first either to
Whitchurch or possibly direct to New Woodhouses near Burleydam. He later moved
to Checkley-cum-Wrinehill probably so that Elizabeth, his wife, could be closer to her
parents.
Clearly never a wealthy person (he left no will and his children do not appear to have
had any wealth at all) John Forrester nonetheless perhaps inherited sufficient funds
upon the death of his father, Isaac, to enable him to cease farming and to become a
schoolmaster at 53 years age of age. While it is clearly only an assumption, perhaps
the fact that John Forrester acquired a licence for each of his three marriages
indicates that he had aspired for a long time to be a ‘man of letters’.
John Forrester lived at a time of significant social, industrial, economic and political
change. The French Revolution in 1789 which lead to the execution of Louis XVI in
1793, the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte and the successive British military campaigns
right throughout this period, somewhat paradoxically lead to a generally positive
economic environment where, because of British rule of the seas, trade flourished,
the price for farm goods was high and employment prospects were good. When John
died in 1810 Bonaparte’s French Empire was at its strongest.
However for John Forrester’s wife and children life would take a sudden turn for the
worse. Through the ten years from 1812 to 1822 England suffered through a number
of economic and social problems caused, firstly, by the failure of crops and intensely
cold winters, and then a long economic recession following the end of the Napoleonic
wars in 1815.
For John’s son, Richard Forrester, his adult life would quickly become years of
upheaval and a challenge to survive in an England caught in the grip of unemployment,
poverty, and hunger. Richard first moved 6 miles; roughly 10 kilometres, south to
Mucklestone in Staffordshire where he met and married his wife, Mary Birks, in 1809.
It is worth noting that the later recorded burial in Mucklestone in 1832 of a 77 year old
Betty Forrester, which may be the record of Richard’s mother’s death, lends more
weight to the supposition that our John Forrester was the man who passed away in
Checkley in 1810.
In early 1811 Richard and Mary Forrester moved east to the growing mining and
pottery town of Burslem near Stoke on Trent, perhaps in search of employment,
before finally deciding to immigrate to South Africa in 1820.

Richard Forrester
Bendigo, 2016
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Significant Locations
1. Moreton Say, Shrops
2. Adderley, Shrops
3. Whitchurch, Shrops
4. Burleydam and
Woodhouses, Chesh
5. Wrenbury and
Chorley Stock, Chesh
6. Wybunbury, Chesh
7. Checkley-cumWrinehill, Chesh

JOHN FORRESTER
Significant locations
from his life
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