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John HARRIS and Jane WRIGHT both passed away at their home in Claremont, Cape Town, Western 

Cape, South Africa. This is however the end of their story so let us start at the beginning. 

John HARRIS was born about 1790 in England, United Kingdom. He trained as a chemist and most 
likely is the “John HARRIS- ID3303- www.1820settlers.com ” that arrived as an 1820 Settler in the 
Wilkinson Party on the ship Amphitrite. The Amphitrite left Brixham, on the coast of TORBAY in the 
County of Devon, on the 28th December 1819 and arrived in Table Bay on the 29th March 1820. Here 
the colonial government arranged transport for the party to Algoa Bay on the Brigantine Importer. 
The party was located on the Blaaukrantz River in Albany, but quickly disintegrated due to 
disagreements in the party, by 1821.  
 
Little is known of John HARRIS between 1821 and 1830. However, during this time he  
Moves to the district of Beaufort, which was to become the main coach and rail route to Kimberly, 
but diamonds were only discovered in South Africa from 1867, so why he moved here is still a 
mystery. 
The village of Beaufort (Beaufort West 1869) was established in 1818 and became the first 
municipality in South Africa in 1837. 
In 1839, John HARRIS and I. DYASON (Isaac?) are witnesses at the marriage of Jane WRIGHT 
(possibly a sister of Joseph ID I4124 and William WRIGHT ID I36446 or James WRIGHT ID I64601, 
1820 settlers). 
 The widow of John HARRIGAN (HORRIGAN) to John PRINGLE, in Beaufort Village, District Beaufort, 
Cape Colony. 
The service was conducted/solemnized by Colin FRASER, minister of the Dutch Reformed Church. 
(Also, an 1820 settler).  
John and Jane HARRIGAN arrived in South Africa in 1823 as part of the 1820 settlers, on the ship 
Barrosa, and part of Ingram’s Second Party (this information needs to be verified).  
They had one son Henry HORRIGAN, who was born in Southampton County, Hampshire, England in 
1822.  See appendix 1. 
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Fig1. Marriage of John PRINGLE and Jane WRIGHT, witness John HARRIS and I. DYASON 
 
John PRINGLE (Possibly related to Thomas Pringle) was born in Scotland about 1799 and passed, on 
the 7th June 1862 at the age of 63 years, in Murraysburg, Cape Colony. 
Witnessed by Jane WRIGHT.   
 



 
Fig. 2 Death Notice of John PRINGLE (1799-1862), witnessed by Jane WRIGHT 
 
 
Between 1839 and 1850, John HARRIS marries Cecelia Claressa THIBIAN (1789-1850) widow of 
Petrus Frederik WEILBACH with two children: 
Petrus Gerhardus Frederik WIELBACH (1819-1884) and 
Clarissa Frederika WEIBACH (1832-1900). 



 
John HARRIS adopts Clarissa Frederika WEIBACH as his child and is given as her (Clarissa Frederika 
HARRIS) guardian at her marriage on the 19th February 1850 to William John Lewis MURRAY (1820-
1901). Born in the Parish of Firth, Orkney County, Scotland (possible 1820 settler).  
See appendix 2. 
The service is held at the Dutch Reformed Church, Beaufort Village, Cape Colony.  
The service is once again conducted by Colin Fraser and witnessed by John HARRIS and P.J. Van 
Wilhelm. 
 

 
Fig.3 Marriage Record of William MURRAY and Clarissa Frederika HARRIS  
  
John HARRIS is still living at Donkin Street the family residence in Beaufort at the birth of his step 
daughters first child Clarissa Cecilia Martha MURRAY on the 13th January 1851. It is interesting to 
note that at her baptism in the Parish of Beaufort on the 1st of June 1851, the witnesses are: 
John HARRIS, Jane PRINGLE (WRIGHT) and Martha HOPKINS, possibly all 1820 settlers.  
This Murray line are the direct ancestors of Wendel James HOUGH. 
The ceremony is now conducted by John Maynard, the Dutch Reformed Minister at Beaufort village. 
The MURRAY family are now resident in the Nieuweveld district, near Beaufort. 
 
Clarissa Cecilia Martha MURRAY was to marry James Alexander ROSS on the 1st of March 1880 in 
Beaufort West. The ROSS family, were from Scotland and arrived in South Africa about 1808. They 
were wine merchants at Short Market Street, Cape Town, before heading to Beaufort West. 
One of her Grand Daughters born in 1919 was named Mary Zatilda SWARTS, the significance 
explained latter. 
 
 
 



 
Fig.4 Baptism Record of Clarissa Cecilia Martha MURRAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



At the birth of the second child Frederik MURRAY on the 8th May 1854, it seems like John HARRIS has 
left the Beaufort District of the Cape Colony and moved down to Cape Town. 
The witnesses at the baptism of Frederik MURRAY on the 27th August 1855, are:  
Wilhelmina Johanna LOMBARD 
Frederik (Gerhardus) Petrus WEILBACH (WEILBAGH) and 
E. HOPKINS. 
 

 
Fig.5 Batism Record of Frederik MURRAY 
 
The story of John HARRIS in Beaufort West, Cape Colony now disappears, but is once again picked up 
in Cape Town. 
In the year 1869, John HARRIS marries Jane PRINGLE, yes, the same Jane PRINGLE we met before. 
John HARRIS is 79 and Jane WRIGHT is 68. 
 
So, on the 7th July 1869, John HARRIS marries Jane WRIGHT Pingle Harrigan at St. Savior’s Church, 
Claremont, Cape Town.  
John was resident in Claremont and Jane was resident in Moybray, Cape Town. 
 
 
 



 

 
 Fig.6 Marriage Certificate of John HARRIS and Jane WRIGHT 
 
This somehow seems to be a love story, related to two 1820 settlers and it lasts to the end. 
They remain married for the rest of their lives, Jane HARRIS passing away in Claremont on the 31st 
December 1874 at 73 years of age, with John HARRIS as witness, this is possibly one of his last 
signatures, which has remained, the same, for over 60 years. 
John HARRIS also passed away, in Claremont, on the 29th March 1879 having lived as a gentleman (as 
his death notice states) to 89 years of age. 
I have still not been able to source the burial records and site of John HARRIS’s grave, as I do not find 
his record in the Claremont cemetery. 
Although neither of these people are my direct ancestors, their story needed to be told! 
 
 
 



 
Fig.7 The death notice of Jane WRIGHT with John HARRIS as witness 
 



 
Fig.8 Burial record of Jane WRIGHT Harris Pringle Harrigan 
 

  
Fig.9 and 10 Burial site of Jane HARRIS, St. Saviour’s Church Cemetery. 
 
 
 
 



 
Fig.11 Death Notice of John HARRIS, Claremont, Cape Town. 



Note: My family has always stated, that the name Zatilda given to some of my ancestors is related to 
a ship called Zatilda, I have never been able to find any such ship, however during my research on 
John HARRIS and Jane WRIGHT, I have found the ship Zoroaster relevant to the WRIGHT, MURRAY, 
PRINGLE, DYASON and NEWTON names and I am almost convinced it is this ship that is the link to 
the family name Zatilda of my family. 
The search carries on to find the direct link, Zatilda!  
 
I must also say I am indebted to the great work done by the webmasters of the following websites: 
www.1820settlers.com  
www.eggsa.org   
www.familysearch.org  
 
Without these sites it would have been impossible to collate this information, even though I have an 
interest in this family, specific people and have an extensive library and book store in the Blyde River 
Canyon, Mpumalanga. Most sources have volumes of information on the famous South Africans in 
history, but the history of the ordinary citizen of South Africa and for that matter any country, 
becomes lost in the mists of time.   
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APPENDIX 1. 
 
 
John and Jane HARRIGAN arrived in South Africa in 1823 as part of the 1820 settlers, on the ship 
Barrosa, and part of Ingram’s Second Party (this information needs to be verified).  
They had one son Henry HORRIGAN, who was born in Southampton County, Hampshire, England in 
1822. 
 
Henry HORRIGAN arrived with his parents in South Africa. 
John and Jane then possibly had a second son John HORRIGAN. 
 
In 1843 a John HORRIGAN marries Margaret White, in Stellenbosch, Cape Colony. 
Margaret WHITE was the widow of Thomas ROSS. 
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Fig.12 Marriage of John HORRIGAN and Margaret WHITE 1843 
 
In 1845 their son Henry HORRIGAN marries Aletta Maria Hendrika STEVENS on the 31st March 1845. 
Henry and Aletta have one son John Thomas Campbell HORRIGAN 
 

 
Fig.13 Marriage of Henry HORRIGAN and Aletta Maria Hendrika STEVENS 1845. 



On the 15th July 1846, Henry HORRIGAN passed at an early age of 24 years. 
Living at 20 Donkin Street, Beaufort Village, Cape Colony. 
It states that he was born in Hampshire, England and that his parents were: 
John and Jane HORRIGAN (born WRIGHT) now Pringle. 
 

 
Fig.14 Death Notice of Henry HORRIGAN 1846. 
 



APPENDIX 2. 
 

 
William John Lewis MURRAY (1820-1901). Born in the Parish of Firth, Orkney County, Scotland 
(possible 1820 settler), marries Clarissa Frederika Martha WEILBACH HARRIS on the 19th February 
1850 in Beaufort, Cape Colony. (See Fig. 3). 
 
The parents of William MURRAY as well as the date of his arrival in South Africa are unknown at 
present. 
 
All the children of William and Clarissa are born in Beaufort (Beaufort West), Cape Colony. 
Their first child was Clarissa Cecilia Martha MURRAY born 13th January 1851. She marries James 
Alexander ROSS in 1880. (See Fig.4). 
 
Other children are (found to date): 
 
Frederik Peter MURRAY born 8th May 1854 
 

 
 Fig.15 Baptism Record of Frederik MURRAY 
William MURRAY born about 1856. 
Robert MURRAY born 28th March 1867. 
Louisa MURRAY born 28th April 1867. 
Jane MURRAY born 18th March 1871. (Possibly named after Jane WRIGHT). 
James Edward MURRAY born 28th Novemember 1872. 
 

 
Fig.16 Baptism Record of Robert, Louisa, Jane and James Edward MURRAY. 



Harriet MURRAY born 4th February 1875. 
Alice MURRAY born 11th February 1877. 
 
An interesting note, James ROSS and Eliza EVANS are witnesses to the baptisms. 
Further, possibly a brother of William MURRAY, JOHN and Caroline MURRAY also baptize a child. 
William John MURRAY born 15th April 1880, and James ROSS and Eliza EVANS are witnesses here too. 
All the baptisms take place in Beaufort West, Cape Colony. 
 

 
Fig.17 Baptism of Alice and Harriet MURRAY as well as a William John MURRAY. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Clarissa Frederika WEIBACH HARRIS, passed on the 25th September 1900 at Pritchard Street, 
Beaufort West, Cape Colony. 
It states on her death notice, that she was born WEILBACH.  
 
 

 
Fig.18 Death Notice of Clarissa Frederika WEILBACH HARRIS 
 



William John Lewis MURRAY, passed on the 13th February 1901, at New Street, Beaufort West. 
At his marriage to Clarissa Cecilia, he states his occupation is as a gunsmith, he also mentions being a 
farmer at some of his children’s baptisms, and on his death notice his occupation is once again given 
as a gun maker. 
His son Robert is the witness on his death record. 
 
  

 
Fig.17 Death Notice of William John Lewis MURRAY. 
 
From here, my maternal family line are the ROSS and SWARTS families. 
 
Wendel James HOUGH 


