The History of John HARRIS and Jane WRIGHT
1820 settlers?

Wendel James HOUGH

wildinfo@absamail.co.za

John HARRIS and Jane WRIGHT both passed away at their home in Claremont, Cape Town, Western
Cape, South Africa. This is however the end of their story so let us start at the beginning.

John HARRIS was born about 1790 in England, United Kingdom. He trained as a chemist and most
likely is the “John HARRIS- ID3303- www.1820settlers.com ” that arrived as an 1820 Settler in the
Wilkinson Party on the ship Amphitrite. The Amphitrite left Brixham, on the coast of TORBAY in the
County of Devon, on the 28™ December 1819 and arrived in Table Bay on the 29" March 1820. Here
the colonial government arranged transport for the party to Algoa Bay on the Brigantine Importer.
The party was located on the Blaaukrantz River in Albany, but quickly disintegrated due to
disagreements in the party, by 1821.

Little is known of John HARRIS between 1821 and 1830. However, during this time he

Moves to the district of Beaufort, which was to become the main coach and rail route to Kimberly,
but diamonds were only discovered in South Africa from 1867, so why he moved here is still a
mystery.

The village of Beaufort (Beaufort West 1869) was established in 1818 and became the first
municipality in South Africa in 1837.

In 1839, John HARRIS and I. DYASON (Isaac?) are witnesses at the marriage of Jane WRIGHT
(possibly a sister of Joseph ID 14124 and William WRIGHT ID 136446 or James WRIGHT ID 164601,
1820 settlers).

The widow of John HARRIGAN (HORRIGAN) to John PRINGLE, in Beaufort Village, District Beaufort,
Cape Colony.

The service was conducted/solemnized by Colin FRASER, minister of the Dutch Reformed Church.
(Also, an 1820 settler).

John and Jane HARRIGAN arrived in South Africa in 1823 as part of the 1820 settlers, on the ship
Barrosa, and part of Ingram’s Second Party (this information needs to be verified).

They had one son Henry HORRIGAN, who was born in Southampton County, Hampshire, England in
1822. See appendix 1.
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Figl. Marriage of John PRINGLE and Jane WRIGHT, witness John HARRIS and I. DYASON

John PRINGLE (Possibly related to Thomas Pringle) was born in Scotland about 1799 and passed, on
the 7" June 1862 at the age of 63 years, in Murraysburg, Cape Colony.
Witnessed by Jane WRIGHT.
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Fig. 2 Death Notice of John PRINGLE (1799-1862), witnessed by Jane WRIGHT

Between 1839 and 1850, John HARRIS marries Cecelia Claressa THIBIAN (1789-1850) widow of

Petrus Frederik WEILBACH with two children:
Petrus Gerhardus Frederik WIELBACH (1819-1884) and
Clarissa Frederika WEIBACH (1832-1900).



John HARRIS adopts Clarissa Frederika WEIBACH as his child and is given as her (Clarissa Frederika
HARRIS) guardian at her marriage on the 19" February 1850 to William John Lewis MURRAY (1820-
1901). Born in the Parish of Firth, Orkney County, Scotland (possible 1820 settler).

See appendix 2.

The service is held at the Dutch Reformed Church, Beaufort Village, Cape Colony.

The service is once again conducted by Colin Fraser and witnessed by John HARRIS and P.J. Van

Wilhelm.
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Fig.3 Marriage Record of William MURRAY and Clarissa Frederika HARRIS

John HARRIS is still living at Donkin Street the family residence in Beaufort at the birth of his step
daughters first child Clarissa Cecilia Martha MURRAY on the 13 January 1851. It is interesting to
note that at her baptism in the Parish of Beaufort on the 1°* of June 1851, the witnesses are:

John HARRIS, Jane PRINGLE (WRIGHT) and Martha HOPKINS, possibly all 1820 settlers.

This Murray line are the direct ancestors of Wendel James HOUGH.

The ceremony is now conducted by John Maynard, the Dutch Reformed Minister at Beaufort village.
The MURRAY family are now resident in the Nieuweveld district, near Beaufort.

Clarissa Cecilia Martha MURRAY was to marry James Alexander ROSS on the 1%t of March 1880 in
Beaufort West. The ROSS family, were from Scotland and arrived in South Africa about 1808. They
were wine merchants at Short Market Street, Cape Town, before heading to Beaufort West.

One of her Grand Daughters born in 1919 was named Mary Zatilda SWARTS, the significance

explained latter.
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Fig.4 Baptism Record of Clarissa Cecilia Martha MURRAY




At the birth of the second child Frederik MURRAY on the 8" May 1854, it seems like John HARRIS has
left the Beaufort District of the Cape Colony and moved down to Cape Town.

The witnesses at the baptism of Frederik MURRAY on the 27" August 1855, are:

Wilhelmina Johanna LOMBARD

Frederik (Gerhardus) Petrus WEILBACH (WEILBAGH) and

E. HOPKINS.

n'ﬁ;r:’J)/ P - oo

> O > T AT RS & A

- - o -~ < 2 “ W
B v PGt SR P AP e P it

S . R ) i)
R0 r i S 5 Hsptns e Hop Sormer e Fistios s

2, 7 zZ 4 Z )
oL e LS5 i A Mo Irail e

B I AR

SEoLler AR 7 P R e

s 7 ~ >
son e R

BB SN B . W o

> < Fe b o G gates s

PR Y

CEEA 225 0 rr S ey A s

P >
Voo Z

E E R N £ DA

P i s

CERIR A e rem s ]

=

lorr s Pigpr

s s R s R e | B st s

7 ~ ,

e v Lo A T srs it | BB rrn S e f ST e
Bt Pt aForats s o B I s
gt Barn [ rrntissrn S lren

Fig.5 Batism Record of Frederik MURRAY

The story of John HARRIS in Beaufort West, Cape Colony now disappears, but is once again picked up
in Cape Town.

In the year 1869, John HARRIS marries Jane PRINGLE, yes, the same Jane PRINGLE we met before.
John HARRIS is 79 and Jane WRIGHT is 68.

So, on the 7" July 1869, John HARRIS marries Jane WRIGHT Pingle Harrigan at St. Savior’s Church,
Claremont, Cape Town.
John was resident in Claremont and Jane was resident in Moybray, Cape Town.



Fig.6 Marriage Certificate of John HARRIS and Jane WRIGHT

This somehow seems to be a love story, related to two 1820 settlers and it lasts to the end.

They remain married for the rest of their lives, Jane HARRIS passing away in Claremont on the 31
December 1874 at 73 years of age, with John HARRIS as witness, this is possibly one of his last
signatures, which has remained, the same, for over 60 years.

John HARRIS also passed away, in Claremont, on the 29" March 1879 having lived as a gentleman (as
his death notice states) to 89 years of age.

| have still not been able to source the burial records and site of John HARRIS's grave, as | do not find
his record in the Claremont cemetery.

Although neither of these people are my direct ancestors, their story needed to be told!



"DEATH NOTICE. %

Pursuant to the Provisions contained in Section 9, Ordinance 104

1.—Name of the Deceased. /e 2':/4«_},4(' W etriwo of Ze Lude™ ~Hion ,74’,,.;.,/_42
2.—Birth-place of the Deceased. }i, % bt

38.—Names of Parents of the Deceased.

///n//{/),; e

/ S
4,—Age of the Deceased. dmm/é ‘/}y’%
¥

5.— Condition in Life. ~

)

6,—Married or Unmarried, Widower or Widow, e z2neecel. covtowsit- M"’4"“”""\4— vz =0
pitily & ot Bupnii of * Llorern ke
\

7.—The Day of the decease. 377 o4, A Lreoriten Sy
55

Y 2 ]
8.—At what House, or where the Person died. ://,,4,1,,,,,,,4,,_/_{ Z '/{z»‘. Bocolorece

9.—Names of the Children of the Deceased. and whethor
Minors or Majors

D S

10.— Whether deccased has left any Properly, and of ; V4
P B sy Srowerly DD prtetts Gorle N agy arrsrvoidll Sw -

u/:/,//z V797 W /f2t7wz'/f//-
If the Deceased is not a married Person, or not married in Communily of Goods,—or has left no Will,—
this Notice must be made within Six Days after death.

If otherwise, it must he made within Six Weeks.

** It must be filled up and signed by the nearest Relative or O tion of the D d, who shall al the
time be at or near the place of death,—or, in the absence of such near Relative or Connection, by the Person who
shall have the chief charge of the House in, or the Place on, which the death shall ocovr, and must he sent eilher
{0 the Master in Cape Town, or to the Resident Magistrate of the District, if within Siz Hours’ distance; if at a
greater distance, it must be forwarded to the Field Cornet of the District.

/ -
ey

Fig.7 The death notice of Jane WRIGHT with John HARRIS as witness




- g e 27
BURIALS 1 the Parish of s LLLraz 2207 BURIALS in the Parish of /' /24Zwsiet /" !
in_the Division of Z S in the Division nfjé/étﬁ«/ in the Year 187z .
| By how tbe Cenveny. |

5 Aode: = | b was s =
e I o e A, I Wien bariel, | Age, | Dy whom the Cer
| e aghor

i I Lot
sl (o) L I

ga?d«l/y/vu i j/dﬂ%% h@/ﬁfw 0 s ‘44,..‘{],)7 ./’;“ %‘%’mz‘/

e £ PP T AP, ’ P AP

74

1 207 rnes /A

9)
: T Sy ;.,,i /7(1/4” Y. by A Az bl
| Y | e

Sk con [ rm. ;
Zr/r»/%< f//,- = % S are X | v 2 »‘—-»Q ./ £ 5 y

g lenvon _/am—w(//} ! e .17“”1 T .'..‘
o a/{/ G arls: s 1 e g

Ern iy 45 L2 Btrirg
Ho: lZ/ | ¥ el

Tt é/kﬁi~\@4/ e .Z/‘g,,/rj/ /;L/ﬂ/////}/‘j”/'

(/;;4 c( %,,,,{‘ //ﬂ«r/,.‘/é j,‘“% ! !
5 | @ir)iy
| B Ne- 220

"-]/,f Ailloso / e 1
No: Zzo |

2 \ 7 i 1
}/‘ Za/ | } | 4 15
’ 4«1 j i @/Ah ”L l/tl—“ (/ Tz R| fec- B Legnee s
"211 ‘ . 2 : W e s ‘

Ao,zzf | ; i o

4 ; ] B
Moo Hii ief 174 i /,/_ 7. 4/7’ ﬂ/‘,ﬂ,;f,, 2% 47 ,///?%/1‘
o

. Z L/M |
Nﬂ.‘z?;{ I ] 1 o No. 21

éfzw«m/ | Jien ();;'sz st | g 1y b4 i,

No. g9/

Clrabett - ‘ ‘ g :

axaa .,M& e /an.m«ow_{ 2% B e | !
: e 8 | L i IW s ’“‘VJ '4,%/%/
No. 252 [ }

o 224 \

W& : ’%

“I'l‘ i/l

Sl ~.|,.'..

SITVRES

Fig.9 and 10 Burial site of Jane HARRIS, St. Saviour’s Church Cemetery.




{f/j /4%//

DEATH NOTICE ?%‘
Pursuant o the (Provisions contained in Seotion 9, Ordinanoce

1.—Name of the Deceased. «%4 .ﬂwnfv -

2.—Birth-place of the Deceased. W

3.—Names of Parents of the Decensed.
Bty s AL
4.—Age of the Deceased. %/4 %‘44“ /W < AM%«’

5.—Condition in Life. ’f&w % S e M% J{Zj(é ;
73 Z . 1

6 —Married or Unmarried, Widower or Widow.

I/Z‘II/W
7.—The Day of the Decease. - / Dovnd, /J’ 4 /‘

8.—-At what House, or where the Person died. /t//’ /t/;‘; M

9.— Names of the Children of.the Deceased, and whether

Minors or Majors.
e,

-~

10.—Whether deceased has left any Property, and of % iz 7/‘1/’ oo Zs é’
. what kind. i &

If the Deceased is not a married Person, or not married in Community of Goods,—or has left no
Will,—this Notice must be made within Siz Days after death.

If otherwise, it must be made within Siz Weeks.

* ¥ It must be filled up and signed by the nearest Relative or Connection of the Deceased, who shall at
the time be at or near the place of death,—or, in the absence of such near Relative or Connection, by the Person
who shall have the chief charge of the House in, or the Place on, which the Death shall occur, and must be sent
either to the Master in Cape Town, or to the Rusident Magistrate of the District, if within Six Hours' distance ,
if at a greater distance, it must be forwarded to the Field-Cornet of the District.

Fig.11 Death Notice of John HARRIS, Claremont, Cape Town.




Note: My family has always stated, that the name Zatilda given to some of my ancestors is related to
a ship called Zatilda, | have never been able to find any such ship, however during my research on
John HARRIS and Jane WRIGHT, | have found the ship Zoroaster relevant to the WRIGHT, MURRAY,
PRINGLE, DYASON and NEWTON names and | am almost convinced it is this ship that is the link to
the family name Zatilda of my family.

The search carries on to find the direct link, Zatilda!

| must also say | am indebted to the great work done by the webmasters of the following websites:
www.1820settlers.com

WWW.eggsa.org
www.familysearch.org

Without these sites it would have been impossible to collate this information, even though | have an
interest in this family, specific people and have an extensive library and book store in the Blyde River
Canyon, Mpumalanga. Most sources have volumes of information on the famous South Africans in
history, but the history of the ordinary citizen of South Africa and for that matter any country,
becomes lost in the mists of time.

SOURCES

De Villiers, C.C. & C. Pama 1966. Genealogies of old Cape Families. Cape Town: A.A Ballema.

Nash, M.D. 1987. The Settler Handbook: a New List of the 1820 Settlers. Cape Town: Chameleon
Press.

Philip, P. 1981. British Residents at the Cape 1795-1819. Cape Town: D. Philip.

Theal, G.M. 1915. History of South Africa since 1795 Vol 1-5. London: George Allen & Unwin Ltd.
Vigne, R. 2011. The South African Letters of Thomas Pringle. Cape Town: VRS Series 2-No.42.

Wilmot, J. 2020. 1820 Settlers: and other early British Settlers to the Cape Colony. Pinetown:
Footprintpress.

APPENDIX 1.

John and Jane HARRIGAN arrived in South Africa in 1823 as part of the 1820 settlers, on the ship
Barrosa, and part of Ingram’s Second Party (this information needs to be verified).

They had one son Henry HORRIGAN, who was born in Southampton County, Hampshire, England in
1822.

Henry HORRIGAN arrived with his parents in South Africa.
John and Jane then possibly had a second son John HORRIGAN.

In 1843 a John HORRIGAN marries Margaret White, in Stellenbosch, Cape Colony.
Margaret WHITE was the widow of Thomas ROSS.


http://www.1820settlers.com/
http://www.eggsa.org/
http://www.familysearch.org/
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Fig.12 Marriage of John HORRIGAN and Margaret WHITE 1843

In 1845 their son Henry HORRIGAN marries Aletta Maria Hendrika STEVENS on the 31°* March 1845.
Henry and Aletta have one son John Thomas Campbell HORRIGAN
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On the 15™ July 1846, Henry HORRIGAN passed at an early age of 24 years.
Living at 20 Donkin Street, Beaufort Village, Cape Colony.

It states that he was born in Hampshire, England and that his parents were:
John and Jane HORRIGAN (born WRIGHT) now Pringle.
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APPENDIX 2.

William John Lewis MURRAY (1820-1901). Born in the Parish of Firth, Orkney County, Scotland
(possible 1820 settler), marries Clarissa Frederika Martha WEILBACH HARRIS on the 19*" February
1850 in Beaufort, Cape Colony. (See Fig. 3).

The parents of William MURRAY as well as the date of his arrival in South Africa are unknown at
present.

All the children of William and Clarissa are born in Beaufort (Beaufort West), Cape Colony.
Their first child was Clarissa Cecilia Martha MURRAY born 13" January 1851. She marries James
Alexander ROSS in 1880. (See Fig.4).

Other children are (found to date):

Frederik Peter MURRAY born 8" May 1854
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Fig.15 Baptism Record of Frederik MURRAY

William MURRAY born about 1856.

Robert MURRAY born 28" March 1867.

Louisa MURRAY born 28™ April 1867.

Jane MURRAY born 18" March 1871. (Possibly named after Jane WRIGHT).
James Edward MURRAY born 28™ Novemember 1872.
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Fig.16 Baptism Record of Robert, Louisa, Jane and James Edward MURRAY.




Harriet MURRAY born 4t February 1875.
Alice MURRAY born 11* February 1877.

An interesting note, James ROSS and Eliza EVANS are witnesses to the baptisms.
Further, possibly a brother of William MURRAY, JOHN and Caroline MURRAY also baptize a child.

William John MURRAY born 15 April 1880, and James ROSS and Eliza EVANS are witnesses here too.
All the baptisms take place in Beaufort West, Cape Colony.
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Fig.17 Baptism of Alice and Harriet MURRAY as well as a William John MURRAY.




Clarissa Frederika WEIBACH HARRIS, passed on the 25™ September 1900 at Pritchard Street,
Beaufort West, Cape Colony.
It states on her death notice, that she was born WEILBACH.

Fig.18 Death Notice of Clarissa Frederika WEILBACH HARRIS




William John Lewis MURRAY, passed on the 13" February 1901, at New Street, Beaufort West.

At his marriage to Clarissa Cecilia, he states his occupation is as a gunsmith, he also mentions being a
farmer at some of his children’s baptisms, and on his death notice his occupation is once again given
as a gun maker.

His son Robert is the witness on his death record.

mmmin ; (B.&D.z

FORM OF INFORMATION OF A & DEATH: ACT No. 7 0F 1884

WARNING.—Tho p:nalties for false statements wilfully made are the same as those for perjury.
Anyone who loses s COMPLETED registration form is liable to a penalty not exceeding £2.

DECEASED— . ¥ .
1. Christian Names and Surname 44{% 4—&.~ '&Aw-/e
Ll v o ppmts

. Usual place of Residence \_4/2_,_,,‘, \54-‘4// W‘(—‘(

. Age [’¢/‘(&-L . ';’A.d-r"*

-Blw(d)/gkvz_,%g n_—.a, é oo of Cﬁu7
Whether Single, Murried, Divorced or W 1dowed () £y ;w

5 Owuptxon7[<.\<. I UEE o e

§ TR T LTI - o %A»Z’@
Place of Death \-// D -Z‘»éﬂ-gl_ / /4.:_4./ .,_,(
10. Intended Place of Burial C“_—‘% z;_w Lee, “é

- - I R T

b

L«
11. Causes of Death D a_ n o e s1eseto S2 ,.,‘fc.l‘ /4"*
it Destia it b e, Dokl # oo gadl

12. Medical Man’s Name — / [ YO S i
INFORMANT— : I
13. Original Signature [or Mark] JE Fr taesteny

14. Qualification J’W/ a.,/ “(G&‘é/\/
15. Resid -//.LA.J M/I //LM}M@ e,,(

Pl
/

Signed in my p on this day of
(Thls space intended for Rural Ases reports). B LS e B S S PRI, | (f)-/
The following spaces are reserved for the use of Assistants for Urban Areas, and of the Deputy Registrar.
No one else should fill them up.
g /4

‘When Regi: d 190 . Sub-district of

‘When » Rural Assistant, Fisld-comet or Police
" q-"-ld.-"l-i e Awistant,”

Fig.17 Death Notice of William John Lewis MURRAY.

From here, my maternal family line are the ROSS and SWARTS families.

Wendel James HOUGH



